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AFFECTATION 7s an aukward, and forcd, Imitation of What thou’d be 
genuine, and eafy: wanting the Beauty of that which is NatuRAL, becaufé 
there is always a Difagreement, between the outward Aétion, —— and the 


Mind within. 
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T is the Mark either of a gene- 
rous Mind, or a ftrong Under- 
» ftanding, where-ever we obferve 
Reproor producing Reflexion 
and Amendment. — Weak, and 
mean-fpirited Perfons, having 
their Apprehenfion too za7'row to 
take in a Conception of their 
own Defetts, receive the Spurs of Inftrucfion, like 
that Beef? they refemble ; and rather backen, than 
move brisker: while the Lively, the Difceruixg, the 
Ajpiring, and Amiable, Natures dare BEHOLD their 
own Errors, from a Delight in renouncing them; and 
confider, as an Acquifition, whence to enrich their 
good Qwalities, even the REPROACHES Of an 
ENEMY. . 

But, where the kinder Councils of Friendfhip, 
tho’ manifeftly purpoting the Intereft of the dvis'd, 
exclufive of the Advifer, are receiv’d with Negli- 
gence, or Difguft,; where they produce not the in- 
tended Effect ; but, on the contrary, the conceited, 
or infenfible, Miftaker, obftinately perfifts to pufh 
back the Benefit ; In fuch a Cafe as ‘This there is fome- 
thing, to be pitied, which is the incorrigible Malignity 
of the Error: — But, there is, alfo, fomething +o 
be punifbed: — That is, The Cowtempt, which is 
fhewn by the Offender, fpr the Wifh, and Opinion, of 
the Publick ; and This fhou’d be return'd, by the 
Offended, with INTEREST: left Impunity thou'd 
happen to be miftaken for Ivmocence ; and uncorected 
Defects ferve to fortify Refolution, in a Scorz of due 
Care, and Improvement. . 

I have been led into thefe Sentiments, by Perufal 
of a great Number of Letters, which convey to me 
the Senfe of the Town, a i the Zeal I have fhewn, 
for the Reputation, and Improvement of Acrors. 
— Lam told, in thefe Letters, that a clear Head, and 
good Difpofition, in fome of the Players, have, al- 
ready, been zotic’d: and, that their Aptnefs to catch 
Hints, and improve ’em, to their Advantage, has 
been encourag’d, and rewarded, by the moft judici- 
ous and feafonable Applaufes: — 1 am inform’d too, 
that Watches will be fet upon others, with a View to 
diftinguifh, by a different Reception, any too different 
Behaviour, in Cafes where the Contempt may be 
manifeft. — But, with Regard to this Severity of 
Purpofe, I hope, it will be flowly, and fparingly, 
executed : It being no Part of the Prompter’s Incli- 
nation to mortify Perfons, whofe Profeflion it is to 
Give Delight to the Publick. 
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The moft univerfal Complaint, among good Judges 
of the Stage, is, that Players are, fhockingly, UN- 
NATURAL. — This is laying the Axe to the Root 
of the Tree: For, if we mifs Nature, we mits Plea- 
jure; our whole Expeétation, from the Theatre, be- 


ing That Deception, which arifes from APFEARANCE, 


miftaken for REALITY ; without which, our Atten- 
tion wou'd fly off from the Scene, as our Eyes, from 
arrill-exprefs'd Picture. 

But, what Deception can there poffibly be, where 
We meet with no Likene/s ? — Is it reafonable, we 
fhould grieve for an imaginary Sufferer, who makes 
bur a Jest of his Mifery? — Can we feel our 
Hearts warm’d, in the Caufe of a /azy Declaimer, 
who is fo tame, in his Auger, that he ABSOLVEs all 
the Injuries he pretends to be ftung by ? — Or, isit 
likely, An Audience will be fhaken with Terror, at 
the Fate of a good-natur’d Lumberer, who GRINS, 
to exprefs Agony; sirks, and ftumbles out unweildy 
Pretences to Senfation : and throws his Head at Mif- 
fortune, with the GRIMACE of a xodding Infenfibility. 

AFFECTATION, and INDOLENCE, are the two, 
Great, Gorhic, Pillars, which fupport this Fal/e Form 
of a Theatre. — Cou’d a Sampfon be found, who 
had Strength to pull down the Roof, upon the Heads 
of our buskin’d Philiftines ; They wou’d FALL, but 
like BeLLs, to found out the more souhicayy 

I wi. begin with Affectation, in Refpect to the 
Ladies: And, becaufe (like moft Favourites) This 
ungrateful Ill Quality weakens the Influence, it is em- 
5 in Support of ; \ refolve to give it xo Quarter. 

HAVE known an eminent Aé?re/s take more Pains 
to difpleafe, than wou'd have ferv’d to procure her as 
many Lovers, as Hearers. — Let us imagine a Lady, 
of this extraordinary Turn, oblig’d to Nature, for a 
FoRM, at once majeftic, and tender: For a Move- 
MENT, /ignificant, and eafy: — for a Face, in 
which Softue/s feems to ftruggle with Spirit : — and, 
to crown all the Reft, — fe a Voice, {0 indebted 
to Harmony, that, to hear her, when fhe is not RENT 
upon charming, is — to be charm’d, unavoidably. 

Let us fuppofe, again, this very Adére/s, never 
appearing, on the Stage, without provoking the Ge- 
nerous to Pity, and the Malignant to Deteftation ! Ler 
us fuppofe her, flemming the Tide of her natural In- 
flaence, by the moft laborious, and obftinate, Affeda- 
tion : A inftead of animating the Diftrefs of the 
Heroine, with the touching Senfibilities of the IVoman, 
blotting out, and defacing, with all the Toi/ of Con- 
ceitednefs, whatever was meant to be amiable ! , 

) 


Nums. XCIX. 


The Prompter. 
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So fuccefsful an ArT, of difappointing ber own Manner fhe folds at her Maid — expreffes Fea. 
Purposes, muft be confidered as no eafy Attainment! /onfy of her Lover, or Huspand, — tells her Neigh- 
— Yer, Ys i$ the Effect, fuch are the Triumphs, bours.her Mifery at the Lofs of a Chil/, ora Humour, 
and Confequences, of a myfterious Kind of vocal It muft (of Confequence) be iMposstBLeE, fhe cou’d 
Circumcision, which the Ladies of the Stage have forget to do thefe Things, as xaturally, when they - 
applied to their > nod known and diftinguifh’d fall in her Way, at the Theatre. — 
in Pit, Box, and Galleries, by the modern Name of In the fourth Place, fhe has xo Honesty: 
WHINEING. for, fhe contributes her Temptation to our Payment 
Ir I am able to look deep enough into Female ot Half a Crown, or Four Shillings, for feeing Her, 
MApbiguities, to detect, and unravel, the Motive, ina Paffion ; and then fends us away, (like a Chegg 
This elaborate Rarefaétion of SounD is anAttempt as fhe is! ) in a horrible Paffion, ourfelves, at the Trick 
of their zatural Philofophy, to refine, diminif>, ox the has been putting upon us. _ 
wire-draw, the Voice into a Refemblance of INNo- In the fifth Place, Mrs. Everwhine, you may 
CENCE. — And, in one Senfe indeed, They reap think what you pleafe, but I aver, you have x 
the Fruits of their Labour: There is a childifh In- Piry: — For, the Paiz, which a Senfe of Com- ea 
diftinction, and Silline/s, in this Vociferation; quite  paffion wou’d compel you to feel, it wou'd, alfo, 
INNOCENT of Meaning ; and, inarticulately divert- compel you to fhow. — What our Hearts are im- 
like Infancy. prefs’d by, will break out, at the Mouth, and the Eye ; 
ut, — is it not, (to be ferious) a moft mortifying — And, whenever we catch a Mock-Heroine, pre. 
Confideration, that, when, provok’d by the Charms tending to move us, without any Emotion in herjelp 
in her Figure, we are lift’ning at one of thofe La. — we are as reafonably provok’d, as at the clumfy 
dies, with a Heart quite difpos’d for Impreffion; and Difguife of a Flatterer, who with a Yawn, haif- 
impatient for thofe Marks of her Sexfe that may /uppre/s’d, would perfwade us to believe, He cond 
juftify it to our Reafon, we are pull’d back from never be tired, inour Company. _ 
our Extacy, to examine, in what LancuaGE fle In the Sixth Place, theie Ladies, of Mrs. Ever. , 
is fpeaking? and how it happens, we thou’d wder-  whine’s Difpofition, muyft be confefs'd to have No DEI 
ftand with fuch Pain, one, whom we give Ear to, SHAME: —for, had they not coated their Faces, be. cufi 
with fuch Pleafure. — It is, in fhort, as fevere a yond a Pofiibility of b/u/bing, they wou'd’ call up the the. 
Difappointmenr, as if the Child of fome Labourer, Blood to their Cheeks, upon this mortifying Difcovery, Get 
dying with Téirft, were to offer him Drink from a —that they have been, Years after Years, Compelling TH 
SUCKING BoTTLE. Men intoa Diflike of their Perfons, by their Affec- vice 
THERE isan old Country Gentleman of my Ac- _ tation of what is naufeoufly and fone unnatua the 
quaintance, who, from a long Habit of Peevifbue/s, rai, asa HeLptotheir Charms, and their Influence. | 
at our fafhionable Perverfions of Taffe, has acquired AFTER having prov’d, that thefe She-Pipers of Me 
a Morofene/i, as extravagant as any of the Chamges the Theatres have neither Wit, Beauty, Memory, a 
he makes War upon. —— He is continually wifhing, Homnefty, Pity, nor Shame, it willbecome me to con- for ¢ 
ini the Heat of his Refentment, for fome zew Kind  fefs, in my Turn, with the Sincerity of an impar. the 
of Punifhment, that might clofe the Scene with Pro- tial Accufer , that I for my Part, have mo Hopr.— The: 
priety ; and diftinguifb the Exrr of a modern Fine Since, after Half a Life {pent in obftinate Error, They Pro, 
Gentleman ; as remarkably as his Life is diftingui[h d, muit now, be arriv’d at the Condition of the Poets Blo 
by its Oppofition to the Modes of his Anceftors. —  Rufty Weather-Cock, irrecoverably FIX’D, to a Point, E 
T have often been at a Lofs how to gratify the Old — tho’ by Nature, fo Changeable. Oth 
Gentleman’s Spleen, with the Invention of an Ex- IF there remains any Profpect of Succefs to this, Caf 
ECUTION, ridiculous enough for his Malice — But, my arduous Endeavour, It can arife but-from One long 
it fortunately jump’d into my Head, the other Night, Probability: and Thatis, their Love of Contradi€ion, Anc 
as I fat fnug in a Corner of the Gallery, with how — This invincible Vertue of the Sex, I mutt own, gay 
much Eafe it might be poffible, under Favour and = [am alittle afraid of: For, Who, after all, dares pro- . 
Concurrence of one of the Lapres, to get fuch a mife himfelf, that they will not take it into their his i 
Criminal as my old Friend is provok’d by, WHINED Heads evento mend their own Faults, were it for no we] 
to Death, at a Tragedy. other Reafon, than becaufe the Prompter (like an J 
SusPENDING, however, for the prefent, this beff, old Fool as he is) has declaredit IMpossIBLE ? Wot 
and moft /audable Us of the Power, let us examine I fhall proceed, in my ext, to confider fome, ridi 
alittle into its Origin ; and difcover, if we are able, common Miftakes, of the Players, in the Character itfel 
upon wHAT Morives the Nymphs of our Theatres of HaMLET: which has never been rightly con- | ot 
proceeded, when they circumceifed themfelves, at this ceived, and muft, confequently, have been always 0 . 
avromg End of the Covenant. mifreprefented, ever {ince my Acquaintance with the Tr 
In the firft Place, the, who whines, haszo W1T: Name of a Theatre. Inthe mean time, I em- a 
— for, fhe aims to give more Pleafure than ordinary ; brace, with Pleafure, the Opportunity of making ry. 
yet, inftead of fucceeding, in That Aim, gives Paiz Publick a Copy of Verfes, which will have all the dex 
and Abborrence. —- Now, the, who purfues her Recommendation ofa Sunyect, univer[ally pleakng. = 
Ends, by MEANs diametrically oppofite, muft, of ; 
Neceffity, be but weak, in her Inteliedts. The Stage’s Acknowledgment, F 
In the (cond Place, fhe has xo Beauty : — for, 
fhe affects, by a Voice that is some of her own, to ONaTuURE!---where 9 Sovereign PowER we fee, I 
deceive us into an Opinion, that Her own is more mu- Hew poora Thing mu/t AFFECTATION be !— Pra 
fical, than the herfelf believes it to be: — But Her While CLivE, with beauteous Eafe, the Audience arife 
Hypocrify being dereéfed, in this Falfe Colouring, of charms, td 
one Kind, we /u/pect ALL, ALIKE, to be Artifice: And, with the Fire of native Influence, warms ; oe 
fo, concludé her to be OLD, let her Looks be as yourh- Pour'd from her Eyes, the meaning Raptures ro//: on 
ful as the pleafes; — and take it for — the is And fhoot the laughing GRacEs through the Soul. Osh 
crofs, and ill-natur’d, tho’ the Smile in ber Eyesfeems Or, when the fprightly Song demands her Aid, M 
to _fwear, it is IMPOSSIBLE. How pointed are thy Notes, O Musick! made ! His 
In the third Place, fhe haszo MeMory: — for, Poers, and Mafters, carelefs, may compound ; 
if it were poffible fhe cou’d remember, after what Her Look is MEasURE: and Her Aion, SOUND. v8 
Printed for T. CooreEr, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : Where Letters to the AUTHOR are Plia 
ay; taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. Whi 
{ Price Two-Pence. | x. 
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